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Dear Reader,

Facilitating the integration of evi-
dence-based scientific advice into
policymaking remains a key aspect of
ALLEA’s mission. Therefore, this issue’s
focus topic features an overview on the
development of the European Commis-
sion’s new Scientific Advice Mechanism
since it was announced in May this year.
In a very timely interview considering
the recent announcement of the com-
position of the High Level Group, Jo-
hannes Klumpers, head of the new SAM
Task Unit, kindly offers us a behind-the-
scenes insight into how the new mech-
anism will function.

| am sure that we all remember the con-
sternation of the scientific community
when the Chief Scientific Adviser post
was dissolved one year ago. Thus | am
very encouraged by the strides made by
the Commission in the last year to de-
velop an effective alternative to the CSA
post and am especially pleased that the
academies have been singled out as a
valuable source of scientific expertise.

Furthermore, we report on ALLEA’s par-
ticipation in recent events at the Euro-
pean Parliament which brought expert
scientists and elected policymakers to-
gether in order to exchange ideas and
explore how science and research can
be better incorporated into Europe-
an policymaking. In particular, ALLEA
co-organised a roundtable debate on
inequalities in Europe which took place
at the Parliament and whose success
was to a great extent due to the valu-
able support provided by the British
Academy.

The underlying condition for providing
impartial and unbiased scientific advice
is the autonomy of science and scientif-
ic institutions. We plan to explore this
critical issue in detail during the public
scientific symposium at the next ALLEA
General Assembly generously hosted by
the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vi-
enna from 18-19 April 2016. Don’t forget
to mark your calendars!

In other news, | am very pleased to re-
port recent efforts by our ALLEA Working
Groups. The Working Group Science Ed-
ucation, for example, co-organised the
AEMASE Il Conference which took place
in October in Dakar, Senegal. The confer-
ence is the sequel to the May 2014 AE-
MASE | Conference and sought to further
build on the international knowledge ex-
change in the field of inquiry-based sci-
ence education which was initiated by
AEMASE |. Meanwhile, the Permanent
Working Group on Intellectual Property
Rights has prepared two important new
statements regarding open access and
the current EU patent system. | am very
grateful to our Working Group members
for their commitment to sharing their
expertise on ALLEA’s behalf.

| wish you enjoyable reading as well as
good health and much happiness in the
coming year.

Kindly yours,

e

Gunter Stock


http://allea.org/Pages/ALL/4/731.bGFuZz1FTkc.html
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ALLEA Board Meetings in Edinburgh and Bern

Board meets in June and September at the Royal Society of Edinburgh
and the Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences

After being welcomed by the Presi-
dents of the respective host Acade-
mies, the Board reviewed, inter alia,
recent, current, and future ALLEA ac-
tivities with a significant focus on the
challenges and opportunities related
to ALLEA’s involvement in the new
Scientific Advice Mechanism of the
European Commission (SAM). Both
agendas also addressed plans for the
next ALLEA General Assembly, which
will be held in Vienna on 18/19 April
2016, as well as the next Madame de
Staél Prize for Cultural Values. Addi-
tionally, the Board discussed the cur-
rent activities of ALLEA’s five working
groups, several of which have held re-
cent meetings to discuss ongoing and
future projects.

A highlight of the Edinburgh meeting
took place at a reception hosted by
the RSE, where presentations were
given by Professor Tarig Durrani, Vice
President for International Activities
and ALLEA President Glinter Stock
to guests who included members of
the Consular Corps in Edinburgh and
Leith as well as fellows of the RSE,the
British Academy and the Royal Socie-
ty (London). Additionally, ALLEA Vice
Presidents Daniela JeZovd and Ed
Noort represented ALLEA at the an-
nual RSE Fellows” Summer Reception
which took place that evening.

In Bern, the Board learned more
about the activities of the Swiss Acad-
emies from President Thierry Cour-
voisier, who is also President-elect
of the European Academies Science
Advisory Council (EASAC), which also
belongs to the consortium of acade-
mies’ organisations established in the
context of SAM. A special excursion
was furthermore included in the pro-
gramme as the Board was invited to

ALLEA Newsletter - Issue 2015-3

visit their host’s research facilities at
the Jungfraujoch glacier.

The Royal Society of Edinburgh is
Scotland’s national academy. Found-
ed in 1783, its Fellowship includes
some of the best intellectual talent
in academia, the professions and
business. It facilitates public debate,
research programmes, education-
al projects and strategy formula-
tion. Its strength is its diversity and
impartiality. The Society’s unique
multi-disciplinary approach enables
it to draw from and link with a broad
spectrum of expertise to advance the
understanding of globally-important
issues. In fulfilling its Royal Charter
for the “advancement of learning and
useful knowledge”, the RSE is seeking
to contribute to the social, cultural
and economic wellbeing of Scotland.

The Swiss Academies of Arts and
Sciences are an umbrella organisa-
tion, associating the Swiss Academy
of Sciences, the Swiss Academy of

Humanities and Social Sciences, the
Swiss Academy of Medical Sciences
and the Swiss Academy of Engineer-
ing Sciences as well as the Centre for
Technology Assessment and Science
et Cité. As institutions for the pro-
motion of research, the Swiss Acad-
emies are publicly funded under the
terms of the Swiss Federal Law on
Research.

The four academies stand in the tra-
dition of learned societies, with the
aim of contributing scientific knowl-
edge to help resolve societal chal-
lenges and to contribute to human
and environmental well-being. They
do so by accessing the scientific ex-
pertise available to them, namely
their members who are individual
scholars or scholars belonging to
scientific unions in the different dis-
ciplines. This core business of the
four academies is complemented by
activities of the two centres of com-
petence: the Centre for Technology
Assessment and Science et Cité.

The ALLEA Board in Bern (absent: Prof. @ivind Andersen)


www.royalsoced.org.uk
http://www.swiss-academies.ch
http://www.swiss-academies.ch
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Enlightenment: A Matter of Urgency

ALLEA President delivers MacCormick European Lecture in Edinburgh

On 4 November 2015, ALLEA Pre-
sident Giinter Stock delivered the
annual MacCormick European
Lecture at the Royal Society of
Edinburgh on the kind invitation
of RSE President Dame Jocelyn
Bell Burnell. In his lecture, Profes-
sor Stock reflected upon the role
of academies in the age of the En-
lightenment, drawing a parallel to
today’s contemporary academies
and arguing that providing scien-
tific advice can be viewed as a
form of “modern enlightenment”.
Ultimately, the mandate of aca-
demies remains to enlighten — by
upholding and continuing this tra-
dition of enabling the discovery
and communication of scientific
knowledge. The following text en-
capsulates the main themes of en-
lightenment and the academies as
conveyed by Professor Stock in his
lecture.

Academies were a result and at the
same time an enormous driving
force of and for the Enlightenment.
And hence, academies like the RSE
rightly consider themselves as en-
lightenment societies. The German
writer Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach
once said, “Who doesn’t know
anything, has to believe everything,”
a modern version of the phrase used
by Immanuel Kant during the Enligh-
tenment: sapere aude.

Through learning how to under-
stand, interpret, and analyse our
world we have created — as Jir-
gen Mittelstral8 calls it — a Leonar-
do world. It is therefore obvious
that our responsibility for the fu-
ture of this — our — world is enor-
mous. Whatever the outcomes of
what we have achieved might be,
they can only truly be mastered
with more and better information,
knowledge, and science —in general,
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with more wisdom.
In recent years, we
have learned that
the great challenges
ahead of us such
as climate, energy,
health, and inequali-
ties, to name only a
few, can only be ta-
ckled or, to say more £
modestly, can only ¥
be approached if EE=
we are able to com-
bine all of the cur-
rent knowledge we
have and make this
knowledge available
in a qualitative and timely fashion.

To allow for taking the appropri-
ate measures and developing the
means to respond to these challen-
ges, quality assurance and interdis-
ciplinarity of the highest possible
standards are the first mandates
which have to be brought for-
ward by academia and hence by
academies. In a world with ever
increasing knowledge, universal
geniuses — if they really existed
once upon a time — to whom one
could conceivably delegate issues
and problems are no longer avai-
lable. It is civil society that needs
to understand, in principle, what is
needed in order to properly decide
upon and implement measures.

It is exactly this responsibility
which has to be accepted — not
exclusively, but to a great extent —
by modern academies. First, they
need to help society to develop
the necessary mental attitude and
then show society what options
and alternatives are currently avai-
lable based on scientific know-
ledge and judgment. We call this
scientific advice or, more histrioni-
cally, modern enlightenment.

= T %
The Royal Society of Edinburgh

This enlightenment or science-
based advice is of course a global
endeavour, a national endeavour,
and, even more so, a European
task. Currently, a European aca-
demy consortium (Academia Eu-
ropaea, ALLEA, EASAC, Euro-CASE,
and FEAM) is preparing, together
with the European Commission,
a new mechanism for scientific
advice (SAM), which will be an
important contribution to the im-
provement of European political
efficiency.

Last but not least, European aca-
demies have both a mandate and
the obligation to preserve, inter-
pret, and make available in the
broadest possible sense the Euro-
pean cultural heritage and its re-
lationship with the global cultural
heritage. This indispensable task
means that we must strive to un-
derline and support what our pre-
decessors have called the “soul”
of Europe. Thus, the term enligh-
tenment is neither outdated nor
old-fashioned: it is the essence of
modern academies.


www.royalsoced.org.uk
www.royalsoced.org.uk
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Building SAM

Tracing the Development of the Scientific Advice Mechanism

A year ago in November, the newly
inaugurated European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker an-
nounced the dismantling of the Chief
Scientific Adviser (CSA) post occu-
pied by Professor Anne Glover to the
shock and overwhelming disapproval
of the scientific community. The dis-
solution of the CSA followed several
months of controversy as the position
was criticised and defended by vari-
ous interest groups. One year later,
the Commission is close to launching
the CSA replacement: the Scientific
Advice Mechanism, or SAM.

In the first months after President
Juncker took office, he asked the
new Commissioner for Research, Sci-
ence and Innovation, Carlos Moedas,
to initiate a comprehensive review
of the characteristics and structures
of scientific advice systems with the
goal of developing a new system of
scientific advice for the European
Commission that would improve

SAM Timeline

t

July-August 2014: Peak of CSA con-
troversy with letters for and against
the position in circulation

1 Nov. 2014: New Commission takes
office under Jean-Claude Juncker
including new Commissioner for

Research Carlos Moedas; Joint Re-
search Centre (JRC) moved to Educa-
tion portfolio (previously Science &
Research)

12 Nov. 2014: Juncker officially
scraps both the Chief Scientific
Adviser (CSA) role and the Bureau
of European Policy Advisers (BEPA)
under which the CSA fell to the over-
whelming protest of the scientific
community; the news is confirmed
by Professor Anne Glover

From left to right: Reinhard Hiittl, President of Euro-CASE;

Dermot Kelleher, President of FEAM (until May 2015); Giinter Stock,
President of ALLEA; Robert-Jan Smits, Director-General DG

Research and Innovation; Jos van der Meer, President of EASAC; Sierd
Cloetingh, President of Academia Europaea; Photo by Janina Amendt

ALLEA Newsletter - Issue 2015-3

upon the alleged shortcomings of the
former CSA position (e.g. transparen-
cy and staff issues and disadvantages
associated with concentrating power
in one individual).

While Commissioner Moedas and
his team performed this analysis,
the European academy organisations
including ALLEA understood that a
crucial opportunity had opened up
to demonstrate to the European in-
stitutions the value of the vast scien-
tific knowledge base offered by the
European academies. Therefore, on
26 March 2015 five European acad-
emy organisations (Academia Eu-
ropaea, ALLEA, EASAC, Euro-CASE,
and FEAM) signed a Memorandum
of Understanding in the presence
of the Director-General for Science
and Research Robert-Jan Smits. In
the MoU, the five academy organisa-
tions declared their preparedness to
collaborate in order to bring added
and timely value to their activities
and offer a united voice of experts
from across all scientific disciplines.
The MoU was intended to showcase
the value of the academies’ exper-
tise in the effort to provide inde-
pendent science-based policy advice
enhanced through a closer collabo-
ration of the respective partners. It
thus became the basis for the forma-
tion of a new consortium comprised
of the aforementioned five academy
organisations. At the ALLEA Gener-
al Assembly in April, Commissioner
Moedas confirmed that

“part of [the Commission’s] under-
taking will be to ensure that Europe’s
finest academics can be called upon
to offer impartial advice. We cannot
even begin to tackle democratic fail-
ures, violent radicalisation, or rising
intolerance and extremism, without
the collective learning, wisdom and
foresight of the academic communi-


http://www.ae-info.org/
http://www.ae-info.org/
http://allea.org/Pages/ALL/4/731.bGFuZz1FTkc.html
http://www.easac.eu/
http://www.euro-case.org/index.php
http://www.feam-site.eu/cms/
http://www.allea.org/Content/ALLEA/pdf/MoU_260315_S.%201-3.pdf

Focus: The New Scientific Advice Mechanism

ty. The academies have traditional-
ly played an important role in many
member states, gladly providing ex-
pert opinion to governments as nec-
essary and academies will certainly
find themselves playing a more and
more significant role at European
level”.

The significance of the MoU was ce-
mented in May 2015 after President
Juncker officially endorsed Commis-
sioner Moedas’ recommendation
to set up an official mechanism for
procuring evidence-based science
policy advice. The Commission’s
press release explained that the “fu-
ture mechanism will draw on the
wide range of scientific expertise
in Europe through a close relation-
ship with [...] academies and other
bodies, coordinated by a High-Level
Group of Independent Scientists”.
According to Commissioner Moedas,
“[iln combination with the forthcom-
ing proposals on better regulation,
the new model for independent sci-
entific advice will contribute to the
Commission’s continued pursuit of
the best possible evidence-based
policy. This will be a significant step
forward for an effective European
Commission that delivers for citi-
zens, and addresses the major soci-
etal challenges which Europe faces.”
The consortium responded with its
own statement supporting President
Juncker’s endorsement of Commis-
sioner Moedas’ proposal and em-
phasising the academies’ readiness
to assist the Commission in building
the mechanism.

In June, more details about the Sci-
entific Advice Mechanism, or SAM,
were publicly released, including a
new SAM support unit within the
Directorate-General for Research. In
an interview with ALLEA, the head of
this support unit Johannes Klump-
ers explains that “[the] unit’s sup-
port of the HLG [High Level Group]
will be both content-based and ad-
ministrative, acting as the interface
between the HLG and other Com-
mission services, their agencies and
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26 March 2015: MoU between five
academy networks is signed in Berlin

24 April 2015: At the ALLEA General
Assembly, Commissioner Moedas
reaffirms the need to involve the
academies in the scientific advice
process

13 May 2015: President Juncker
endorses Commissioner Moedas’
recommendation to set up a mecha-
nism for high quality, timely, inde-
pendent scientific advice

13 May 2015: Consortium publishes
press release in response to Presi-
dent Juncker’s announcement

July 2015: Consortium Presidents
meet with Commissioner Moedas;
Establishment of Identification Com-
mittee for High Level Group

August-September 2015: Consor-
tium meets for internal planning
discussions

September 2015: SAM Task Force
established

l

scientific committees. The SAM unit
will facilitate knowledge provision to
the HLG, in particular from the sci-
ence academies, learned societies,
universities, research organisations
and the Commission’s Joint Research
Centre.” The High Level Group will
report to Commissioner Moedas and
oversee the SAM as well as act as
the primary point of contact for the
academy networks. Most promising-
ly, it was confirmed that the Commis-
sion will provide funding support via
Horizon 2020 for the academies to
collaborate on EU policy issues. The
final Horizon 2020 Work Programme
2016/2017 cemented this aim, stat-
ing that

“Scientific advice needs to be inde-
pendent of political or institutional
interests, bring together evidence
and insights from different disci-
plines and approaches, and ensure
adequate transparency. High qual-
ity scientific advice, provided at the
right time in the policy cycle, will
improve the quality of EU policy
making. This requires improving the
networking and coordination of

Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for
Research, Science and Innovation and
ALLEA President Giinter Stock; Photo
courtesy of the European Commission


http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4970_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.allea.org/Pages/ALL/33/584.bGFuZz1FTkc.html
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academies throughout Europe, as
evidence-based policy advice from
academies plays a major role in poli-
cy-making processes in a large num-
ber of Member States”.

In preparation for the launch of SAM
and the Horizon 2020 call, through-
out last spring and summer the
members of the consortium met
numerous times to develop and re-
fine the consortium objectives and
working structures. The members of
the consortium also engaged in dia-
logues with the European Commis-
sion regarding SAM, most notably at
a meeting with Commissioner Moe-
das on 6 July 2015. As of this news-
letter release, the Horizon 2020 call
was announced in October, while the
composition of the High Level Group
was revealed on 10 November, com-

ALLEA .

ALL European
Academies

X

Academia
Fu n)p.'rtrlmb
—_— feav

ji»

Right: Structural diagramme
of SAM as provided by the
European Commission on its
website.
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T

October 2015: Horizon 2020 call
released; official SAM Unit is estab-
lished within the Directorate Gener-

al for Research and Innovation

I
10 Nov. 2015: High Level Group com-
position announced

11-12 Nov. 2015: Consortium meets
in London

January 2016: Expected first meet-
ing of the High Level Group

European Academies

Science Advisory Council

Demand for
independent
high-level

scientific
advice

Supply of
independent
high-level

scientific
advice

.
.

Federation of European

Academics. of Medicine

Commissioner
for Research, Science
and Innovation

prising seven outstanding scientists
from a wide range of disciplines se-
lected by a three-person ldentifica-
tion Committee from a total of 162
nominations. The seven advisers
come from different Member States
and include three women and four
men. They are expected to hold their
first official meeting in early 2016,
committing up to 40 days per year to
the activities of the High Level Group.

In the meantime, the consortium is
continuing its work towards finalis-
ing a joint application for the Horizon
2020 funds as SAM continues to be
finalised.

Left: The five academy
organisations comprising
the new consortium

President
and College

Commission*

Other
Stakeholders

*tncluding the Joint Research Centre which provides in-house scientific support


http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2016_2017/main/h2020-wp1617-societies_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/sam/index.cfm?pg=hlg
http://ec.europa.eu/research/sam/index.cfm?pg=about
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Interview: Johannes Klumpers, Head of the SAM Unit

“The academies can play an important role in strengthening the provision of
scientific advice at the European level”

Recently, Johannes Klumpers was ap-
pointed as the head of the provisional
SAM Task Force based within the Di-
rectorate-General for Research and
Innovation at the European Commis-
sion. Mr. Klumpers kindly agreed to
answer ALLEA’s inquiries regarding the
new mechanism and the official SAM
Unit.

ALLEA: You have been selected to
head the SAM Task Force within the
DG for Research and Innovation. Can
you tell us more about the function of
the Task Force, e.g. in relation to the
High Level Group, DG RTD, the JRC,
and the academies’ networks? Can
you give us a glimpse into the duties
of your role in particular?

Mr. Klumpers: In fact, | am happy
to report that a SAM Unit has now
been established within the Directo-
rate-General for Research and Inno-
vation, replacing the task force which
was a temporary solution. As head of
this new SAM unit, | will be respon-
sible for implementing the Scientific
Advice Mechanism, and for managing
its activities, primarily by supporting
the 7-person High Level Group of sci-
entific advisors (HLG), by establishing
a structured relationship with science
academies and learned societies and,
last but not least, by attentively listen-
ing to the demands for scientific ad-
vice expressed by different Commis-
sion services.

The SAM unit’s support of the HLG
will be both content-based and ad-
ministrative, acting as the interface
between the HLG and other Commis-
sion services, their agencies and sci-
entific committees. The SAM unit will
facilitate knowledge provision to the
HLG, in particular from the science
academies, learned societies, univer-
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sities, research organisations and the
Commission’s Joint Research Centre.

The SAM unit will also manage the Eu-
ropean Group on Ethics that was until
recently hosted by the European Polit-
ical Strategy Centre.

ALLEA: Regarding the “demand” side
of scientific advice, can you provide
some insight into how the commu-
nication with other DGs in the Com-
mission will be organised in order to
identify particular issues where advice
is needed?

Mr. Klumpers: The Commissioner
for Research, Science and Innova-
tion, Carlos Moedas, will be the link
between the College of Commission-
ers and SAM and will relay the Col-
lege’s needs for scientific advice to
the HLG. He will agree with the High
Level Group on a work programme of
medium to longer term requests that
will reflect both the needs expressed
by the European Commission and
suggestions made by the High Level
Group itself. At the services level, the
preparation of the work programme
will be supported by regular meet-
ings (known as “inter-service group
meetings” between all relevant Di-
rectorate Generals of the European
Commission. The inter-service group
will serve as an exchange platform for
the “demand & supply” of scientific
advice.

ALLEA: While the academies have
already demonstrated that they can
produce valuable long-term scientif-
ic advice, the academies’ consortium
has been working to develop a strat-
egy to strengthen its ability to also
provide short-term or ad hoc advice.
Can you offer any insight into the Task
Force’s approach towards requesting

Johannes Klumpers

Johannes Klumpers is Head of Unit
for the Scientific Advice Mechanism
at DG Research and Innovation of
the European Commission.

Graduating from the University
of Munich, he obtained his PhD
in wood chemistry in 1994 in
France, before working in industrial
research in the Swedish forest
based industries until 1998.

Since  joining the European
Commission in 1998, he has
enjoyed a variety of roles on issues
as diverse as renewable materials,
scientific culture and gender and
budgetary matters.

and procuring long-term and short-
term advice from the academies?

Mr. Klumpers: Both national acade-
mies in the Member States as well as
their European Networks have in re-
cent years provided important input
to European policy debates. This is
why Director-General for Research &
Innovation, Robert-Jan Smits, was very
happy earlier this year to witness the
signature of a memorandum in which
the different networks of academies
(ALLEA, EASAC, FEAM, Euro-CASE, and
Academia Europaea) decided to join
forces to further expand their scien-
tific advice activities on the European
level. The European Commission is
ready to support this initiative with
up to six million euros by providing
a grant from Horizon 2020 to a con-
sortium of Academy networks. We
expect that this support will enable
the academies to significantly expand



Focus: The New Scientific Advice Mechanism

their role at the European level, not
only through comprehensive studies
on issues of longer term perspec-
tives, but also on shorter term issues,
where the emphasis will be more on
facilitating direct contacts between
policy makers and scientists.

ALLEA: In many European countries,
academies already form an integral
part of the national scientific advice
systems. Where do you feel that the
consortium of practically all acade-
mies in Europe will have added value
at the European level? To what extent
do the European Institutions expect
the academies to provide concrete
policy options which go beyond sci-
entific assessment reports on specific
issues?

Mr. Klumpers: You are quite right:
academies in many European coun-
tries already play a very valuable role
in providing scientific advice to many
governments. In anincreasing number
of policy areas, national governments
no longer decide independently on
the issues, but meet to find coordinat-
ed and coherent approaches at Euro-
pean level. The academies can play an
important role in strengthening the
provision of scientific advice at the
European level.

The Scientific Advice Mechanism has
not been set up to provide policy op-
tions. Its primary focus is on providing
scientific evidence, which then should
allow policy makers to develop policy
options. It is thus unlikely, although it
can of course not be excluded, that
the academies will be asked to pro-
vide concrete policy options.

ALLEA: Once scientific advice has
been provided by the academies,
could you describe how it could or will
be implemented into the policymak-
ing process?

Mr. Klumpers: Scientific advice can
be provided for a multitude of differ-
ent situations and a great number of
different questions, there is thus no
standard way of how scientific advice
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will be taken up. Sci-
entific advice might
help to better frame
a given question or
to facilitate assess-
ing whether a policy
initiative on the Eu-
ropean level might
prove constructive.
In certain cases, it
could help taking
decisions in emer-
gencies or on the
contrary it might in-
spire re-orientation of long-term policy
directions.

Scientific advice comes into the pol-
icy process at multiple levels: It will
inform the policy preparation in the
European Commission, the debates in
the European Parliament and Council,
and eventually the policy implemen-
tation by the European Commission.
And scientific advice by the acade-
mies is not a one-time input. Choices
taken during the policy preparation
and adoption processes might trigger
the need for further scientific advice.

ALLEA: The High Level Group is ex-
pected to have a “structured relation-
ship with scientific advisory bodies in
the Member States” (source: EPRS)
and with the European academies in
particular. Can you provide any details
as to how the relationship between
the HLG and the academies will be
structured?

Mr. Klumpers: The High Level Group
will not operate in isolation. It will
regularly draw upon advice produced
by academies and other scientific ad-
visory bodies in the various Member
States. The SAM unit will assist the
High Level Group ininterfacing with the
Academies and other key institutions
in the Member States. The structure
of this relationship will need to grow in
line with the increased activities of the
academies at European level.

ALLEA: The President’s Science and
Technology Advisory Council (STAC)
was established in 2013 and dissolved

by President Juncker along with the
CSA post. The STAC mandate “consist-
ed of promoting evidence-based poli-
cy-making at EU level and improving
the uptake of science and technology
in society” (source: EPRS). What are
the key similarities and differences we
can expect between the former STAC
and the new High Level Group?

Mr. Klumpers: The Science & Tech-
nology Advisory Council (STAC) estab-
lished by former Commission Pres-
ident Barroso was an independent
and informal group of science and
technology experts from academia
and business. The task of the Council
was to examine areas where research
and innovation could contribute to
Europe’s growth—with a particular
focus on benefits and risks of advanc-
es in science and technology and how
to address and communicate these.

The Scientific Advice Mechanism is
not about Research & Innovation pol-
icies. It is about providing the best
scientific evidence to help EU policy
making in all policy fields. It is about
the contribution science can make to
European governance. It might occa-
sionally touch on questions of eco-
nomic growth or will describe bene-
fits and risks of advances in a certain
scientific field or technology but it will
certainly not be limited to this.

The written responses of Mr. Klumpers
were received on 30 October 2015.



Spotlight on: ALLEA at the European Parliament

ALLEA-ESF-EPRS Roundtable Debate on Inequalities in Europe

Policymakers and experts discuss one of Europe’s biggest challenges

On Tuesday, 15 September 2015, AL-
LEA participated in a debate on the
cross-cutting topic of inequalities in
Europe jointly organised with the Eu-
ropean Science Foundation (ESF) and
the European Parliamentary Research
Service (EPRS). The event took place in
the EPRS Library Reading Room on the
premises of the European Parliament.

The event began with an introductory
address by the ALLEA President, after
which a panel of experts from both
academia and the European Parlia-
ment discussed various aspects of the
topic of inequalities and highlighted
key examples. After the panel discus-
sion, a debate ensued with members
of the European Parliament which al-
lowed for further examination of how
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science can help the development
of policies for tackling inequalities.
This multifaceted topic encompass-
es such issues as income and wealth
inequalities; employment, inequality
and social policy; as well as health,
regional, educational, democratic, en-
vironmental, and gender inequalities
and other cross-cutting themes such
as migration, identity or sustainability.

Inequalities are a profound research
and policy challenge for the Europe-
an Union. For example, the European
Union’s 2020 Strategy includes a tar-
get to have at least 20 million fewer
people in or at risk of poverty and
social exclusion by 2020. The under-
standing of inequalities is also vital for
many areas of research within Hori-

zon 2020. To “reverse inequalities” is
furthermore a named priority for the
EU in the European Council’s “Strate-
gic Agenda for the Union in Times of
Change”.

In the wider context, the roundtable
debate sought to explore how scien-
tific perspectives, especially from the
humanities and social sciences, can
concretely contribute to developing
effective approaches and solutions for
major societal challenges such as in-
equalities. The debate on inequalities
followed the successful first roundta-
ble debate that focussed on demo-
graphic change, which was organised
by ALLEA, the ESF and the EPRS in
March 2015. Read more on the EPRS
blog.

Clockwise from left: ALLEA Vice
President Daniela JeZovd; ALLEA
Board Member Graham Caie;
Roundtable Debate; ALLEA
President Giinter Stock with panel
moderator Sir Roderick Floud

All photos © European Union 2015
- Source EP
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Spotlight on: ALLEA at the European Parliament

Science Meets Parliaments

ALLEA participates in JRC-STOA initiative

On 15 September 2015 in Brus-
sels, leading European scientists ex-
changed perspectives with members
of the European Parliament with the
aim of promoting evidence-informed
policymaking. The event offered panel
sessions on numerous aspects of this
topic as well as networking opportu-
nities and bilateral meetings between
scientists and Parliamentarians. AL-
LEA was actively engaged at the event
with the ALLEA President participat-
ing in a high-level panel session and
several experts nominated by ALLEA
taking part in the bilateral meetings.

The opening session invited high-lev-
el panelists (including Commissioners
Tibor Navracsics and Carlos Moe-
das as well as European Parliament
Vice-President Mairead McGuiness
and MEP Jerzy Buzek, who chairs the
Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy) to discuss what EU policy-
makers expect and need from scien-
tists and how existing communication
channels between the two communi-
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ties can be improved. The panel was
followed by a session on the collabo-
ration between Parliamentarians and
scientists on the national level.

ALLEA President Glinter Stock took
part in the next high-level panel fo-
cussing on the perspectives of scien-
tific organisations in response to the
expectations of EU and national pol-
icymakers. Other panelists included
representatives from the fellow Eu-
ropean academy organisations EASAC
and Euro-CASE. The session was
moderated by Vladimir Sucha, Direc-
tor-General of the Joint Research Cen-
tre (JRC) and was followed by a wrap-
up session as well as a presentation of
the Science and Technology Options
Assessment (STOA) MEP-Scientist
Pairing Scheme 2015.

In the afternoon, two parallel sessions
took place, the first being a panel on
best practices of scientific advice at
national level. The other session con-
sisted of bilateral meetings between

scientists and parliamentarians to
further discuss how to strengthen the
connection between scientific advice
and informed policymaking. Several
scientists nominated by ALLEA on be-
half of its Member Academies were
invited to take part in this session and
discussed issues such as “Plant pro-
tection and biocides regulation” and
“Circular economy and resource effi-
ciency” in face-to-face meetings with
MEPs.

“Science Meets Parliaments” was
co-organised by the JRC and STOA
in an effort to promote evidence-in-
formed policymaking. “It is important
that EU policy-makers have a regu-
lar exchange with scientists allowing
them to better understand scientists’
views on policy issues and vice versa,”
stated STOA on its website.



https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/events/workshops/science

ALLEA Working Groups and Projects

Working Group Science Education

Second AEMASE Conference takes place in Dakar, Senegal

The second African European Mediter-
ranean Academies for Science Educa-
tion (AEMASE) Conference (AEMASE)
was held in Dakar, Senegal from the
12th to the 13th of October 2015 with
the kind hospitality of the Académie
des Sciences et Téchniques du Sénégal
(ANSTS).

AEMASE is an intercontinental initiative
of science academies in the geograph-
ical African-European-Mediterranean
(AEM) area, a region that shares strong
and ancient political and scientific links.
At the origin of the idea of AEMASE lies
the strong desire of several national
Academies to help improve formal and
informal science education (SE) as part
of their mission. The partner institu-
tions involved in this initiative are the
French, Italian, Moroccan and Senega-
lese national Academies and the Egyp-
tian Bibliotheca Alexandrina.

The same AEMASE partner institutions,
which organised the 1st AEMASE Con-
ference at the Accademia Nazionale
dei Lincei in Rome in May 2014, have
decided to hold alternating conferenc-
es in Europe and Africa. The second
AEMASE Conference in October 2015
was therefore the logical continuation
of the Rome Conference.

The President of the Conference was
Prof. Ahmadou Lamine Ndiaye, Pres-
ident of the ANSTS. The International
Scientific Committee responsible for
organising the conference is constitut-
ed by Co-Chairs Prof. Ahmadou Wague
from the ANSTS and Prof. Giancarlo
Vecchio, Chairperson of the ALLEA
Working Group on Science Education
and representing the Accademia Na-
zionale dei Lincei. Further members
include Prof. Odile Macchi (Académie
des Sciences, France), Prof. Beno Csapo
(Hungarian Academy of Sciences),
Prof. Mostapha Bousmina (Hassan Il
Académie des Sciences et Technologie,
Morocco), Profs. Doudou Ba and Ab-
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doulaye Samb (ANSTS), and Eng. Hoda
El Mikaty (Bibliotheca Alexandrina).

The Conference was made possible
thanks to the generous support of IAP,
the ANSTS, the Accademia Nazionale
dei Lincei, the Académie des Sciences,
the Hassan |l Academie des Sciences et
Technologie of Morocco, and ALLEA.

The Conference gathered expert scien-
tists on science education from many
different countries including Senegal,
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mo-
rocco, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa,
Tunisia, Italy, France, the UK, Germany,
Hungary, Belgium, Argentina and Sri
Lanka. The Network of African Science
Academies (NASAC) was represented
by its Chair, Prof. Mostapha Bousmi-
na, who also represented IAP. ALLEA
was represented by the Chair of its
Working Group on Science Education,
Prof. Giancarlo Vecchio. The delegates
discussed various topics related to In-
quiry-Based Science Education (IBSE),
Science Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) and Science—
Based Citizenship (SBC).

The Conference was organised into six
Sessions. On the first day following the
Opening Ceremony, Session n° 2 was
dedicated to “The Role of Science Edu-
cation in Development and Global View
on Science Education Programmes”,
Session n° 3 was
dedicated to “Na-
tional and Inter-
national  Projects
and Programmes
in Science Educa-

tion”, and Session [
n° 4 to “Methods, B
Materials and Re-
sources for Teacher
Training and School
SE  Experiments”.
On the second day;,
Session n° 5 was
dedicated to “Re-

search in SE and Assessment Methods”
and Session n° 6 to “E-learning and SE/
WEB Connection between Schools”.
Keynote speeches were given on the
first day by Prof. Ahmadou Lamine
Ndiaye, who spoke about science ed-
ucation in Africa, Prof. Odile Macchi,
who discussed science education in
Europe, and Prof. Norma Nudelman,
whose speech focussed on science
education in Latin America. On the
second day, Prof. Faouzia Charfi gave a
keynote lecture on “The Scientific Way
of Thinking”.

The Conference was concluded in the
afternoon of October 13th, when a
full report on the Conference was pre-
pared by the chairs, the moderators
and the session reporters via a con-
clusive session in which the future of
the AEMASE concept was discussed.
The Conference ended with the par-
ticipants’ unanimous approval of the
Dakar Declaration, which called on all
countries in the AEM region to urgent-
ly implement and consolidate IBSE/
STEM/SBC Education programmes
and on Academies and Ministries of
Education to re-elaborate science ed-
ucation programmes to include new
ways of teaching and learning.

This report was kindly provided by AL-
LEA Working Group Science Education
Chair Professor Giancarlo Vecchio.
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ALLEA Working Groups and Projects

Permanent Working Group Intellectual Property Rights

PWG IPR releases supplementary statement on Open Access

Recently, the ALLEA Permanent Wor-
king Group on Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) elaborated a new supple-
mentary statement on the topic on
open access. The Working Group has
devoted much attention to this topicin
the past two years, having published
a Statement on Enhancement of Open
Access to Scientific Publications in Eu-
rope as well as a Follow-Up Statement
on open access. After taking recent
laws in the Netherlands and Germany
into consideration, the working group
has formulated the supplementary
statement that can be accessed here.

In its 2013 Statement on Enhancement
of Open Access to Scientific Publica-
tions in Europe, ALLEA invited the Euro-
pean authorities to take measures to fa-
cilitate the transition to an Open Access
(OA) model for publications in scientific
journals. In their supplementary state-

ment, the authors now encourage the
European authorities to “advocate, or
adopt a legislation on a copyright con-
tract law provision allowing the authors
of short scientific works resulting from
a publicly-funded research to make
their work available to the public free of
charge following a reasonable period of
time after the work was first published.”
Thereby, the statement specifies, the
deployment of the so-called Green OA
model can be facilitated.

Both the Netherlands and Germany
recently have adopted such provi-
sions that give the scientific authors
the right to make their article freely
available despite any provision to the
contrary in their contract with the
publisher of the journal.

In the statement, the Working Group
suggests that such authors’ rights

should apply to articles, and not to
books: “[I]t should be limited to short
publications resulting from publicly-
and in particular EU-funded research
programmes (not from private re-
search); the free making available
should happen after a reasonable pe-
riod of time allowing the publisher to
recoup its investment.”

Those provisions “do not create a new
copyright exception [...] but only af-
fect the assignability of the economic
rights of the authors”. This supple-
mentary statement encourages Euro-
pean institutions concerned with the
dissemination of scientific research
to consider similar measures which
could be adopted at European or na-
tional level and to devote more atten-
tion to the awareness of author rights
in open access models.

New ALLEA Statement “On the Status of the Patent System of the European Union”

In June 2011, ALLEA via the PWG IPR
issued a Statement on “The Future
Patent System of the European Union”
which supported the creation of a Eu-
ropean patent with unitary effect and
the renewal of the European Commis-
sion’s efforts to harmonise employee’s
invention laws as well as provide for a
grace period in order to facilitate im-
plementation of the anticipated uni-
tary EU patenting rules.

ALLEA’s newest statement prepared
by the PWG IPR revisits these issues in
light of recent developments regard-
ing EU patent regulation on the basis
of the Agreement on a Unified Patent
Court (UPC Agreement) signed by 25
Member States in February 2013 as
well as the 2012 Unitary Patent Reg-
ulation and the 2012 Regulation on
translation arrangements.

The statement welcomes the intro-
duction of these pieces of legislation

ALLEA Newsletter - Issue 2015-3

issued by PWG IPR

“despite the fact that the three legal
instruments constitute a complex and
complicated compromise, which does
not meet all the expectations and
whose implementation into practice
will have to overcome several hur-
dles”. It then proceeds to assess the
difficulties and deficiencies that will
arise in the course of their imminent
implementation. For example, the
Unitary Patent Regulation and the
UPC Agreement reveal a problem-
atic situation in which the validity of
“unitary effect”-holding patents is de-
pendent on the date of their respec-
tive Member State’s accession to the
UPC Agreement.

Thus, the statement offers several
recommendations for resolving these
issues and emphasises that the coor-
dination of Member States’ accession
to the UPC Agreement is essential
for avoiding inconsistencies and con-
fusion related to the unitary effect

of patents. Moreover, ALLEA via the
PWG IPR reaffirms its commitment
to supporting the introduction of the
aforementioned grace period, which
still remains unaddressed in the exist-
ing legislation.

This statement will be addressed to
the relevant European authorities and
national governments in an effort to
concretely contribute to the continu-
ing development of the European pat-
ent system.
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ALLEA Working Groups and Projects

Continuation of SASSH Project

ALLEA involved in expert discussion on academies and digitisation in the humanities

On 2 September 2015, circa 25 ex-
perts from the fields of research fund-
ing, humanities research, and science
policy met in the Berlin-Brandenburg
Academy of Sciences and Humanities,
which hosts the ALLEA secretariat, for
a discussion on the topic “The Europe-
an Academies and Digitisation in the
Humanities”.

The event began with an introduc-
tion of the “Survey and Analysis of
Basic Social Science and Humanities
Research at the Science Academies
and Related Research Organisations
of Europe” (SASSH) study recently
published by ALLEA and the Union of
the German Academies of Sciences
and Humanities and led by Dr Camilla
Leathem. The results of the study of-
fer the first-ever overview of human-
ities and social sciences research at
the science Academies in Europe.

After the presentation of the SASSH
study, three invited experts delivered
lectures on the discussion topic. Dr
Julia Stamm from the European Com-
mission showcased the opportunities
and challenges for researchers in the
social sciences and humanities re-
garding the procurement of funding
and support within the current EU
research funding programme Hori-
zon 2020. Professor Claudine Moulin
followed with a presenta-

tion of numerous differ- |
ent digital and physical
research infrastructures
in the social sciences
and humanities. Finally,
Professor Gerhard Lau-
er, member of the AL-
LEA Working Group on
E-Humanities, present-
ed examples of changes
and shifts in humanities
research that have been

brought by different forms of digitisa-
tion.

The meeting closed with an animated
discussion addressing, among others,
the questions of how joint or cooper-
ative projects by the European Acade-
mies can be supported and which role
consistent data standards can play in
digital projects in the social sciences
and humanities.

Fostering research cooperation among science academies:
SASSH-follow up-project conceptualises Academies’ Internet Portal

The SASSH study that was published
earlier this year is based on a survey
of more than 600 SSH-projects in 76
Science Academies and related in-
stitutions (see above). As one of its
most important results, a number of
significant obstacles for internation-
al cooperation among SSH-projects
of European science academies have
been identified.

First, the researchers state that there
is a lack of easily available basic infor-
mation (topic, research field, contact
etc.) on relevant ongoing projects
abroad. Regarding the research itself,
of the 80% of projects in which re-
search data and results are stored in
electronic form, in only one third of
that number are these data published
in an externally easily accessible way
(Open Access). Though several Euro-
pean initiatives address these prob-
lems, the diverse digital infrastruc-
tures they provide are not sufficiently
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well-known and thus not always used
by researchers.

In Germany, the Union of German
Academies of Sciences and Humani-
ties facilitates intensive inter-acade-
my cooperation in the humanities es-
pecially through a programme called
the “Akademienprogramm” that is
funded by the federal government
and represents a research infrastruc-
ture that is unique in the whole of
Europe. Furthermore, the Union of
German Academies strives for an in-
tensified cooperation between acad-
emies in Europe, particularly through
its membership in ALLEA.

In order to achieve this aim, in a suc-
cessor project to SASSH, the Union
now continues the close collaboration
with ALLEA in order to develop a con-
cept for an academies portal designed
to pave the way for closer research co-
operation between science academies

on the European level. Based on the
evidence of the SASSH study results,
during the next 18 months the techni-
cal and administrative framework for
an internet platform will be elaborat-
ed with three core content elements:
1), basic information about ongoing
academies project in the field of SSH,
2), comprehensive information on rel-
evant European initiatives that provide
digital research tools and open data re-
positories, and 3), a search engine that
find research data of academies SSH
projects internationally.

From the outset, participatory aspects
are of prime importance to guarantee
that future users will embrace the
new infrastructure. In the course of
the project, workshops may be held
to address issues of data storage, data
standards and explore the numerous
existing services that offer support for
making research data accessible in a
sustainable way.
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Miscellaneous

SAVE THE DATE

ALLEA General Assembly 2016 | The Austrian Academy of Sciences

18-19 April 2016 | Vienna | Austria

The topic of next year’s General Assembly will focus on “The Freedom of Scientific Research in the Face of Political
and Societal Demands”. Further to the scientific symposium, the ALLEA Madame de Staél Prize for Cultural Values
will be awarded for the third time to an outstanding scholar to honour exceptional contributions to the cultural and
intellectual values of Europe and to the idea of European integration and identity.
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Member Academies

Albania: Akademia E Shkencave E Shqipérisé; Armenia: ghinnipjniiubph wqquyhtt
wlunbtuhw; Austria: Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften; Belarus:
HaublfsiHanbHan akaaamis HaByk Benapyci; Belgium: Academie Royale des Sciences des
Lettres et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique; Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie van Belgie voor
WetenschappenenKunsten;Koninklijke AcademievoorNederlandseTaalen Letterkunde;
Academie Royale de langue et de literature francaises de Belgique; Bosnia and
Herzegovina: Akademija nauka i umjetnosti Bosne i Hercegovine; Bulgaria: Bbarapcka
aKagemus Ha Haykute; Croatia: Hrvatska Akademija Znanosti i Umjetnosti; Czech
Republic: Akademie véd Ceské republiky; U¢ena spole¢nost Ceské republiky Denmark:
Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab; Estonia: Eesti Teaduste Akadeemia; Finland:
Tiedeakatemiain neuvottelukunta; France: Académie des Sciences - Institut de France;
Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres; Georgia: Lodo®mggwml dg3bogMgdsms
96Om3bmmo  535009d05; Germany: Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher
Leopoldina; Union der deutschen Akademien der Wissenschaften; Akademie der
Wissenschaften in Gottingen, Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur Mainz,
Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der
Wissenschaften, Akademie der Wissenschaften in Hamburg, Heidelberger Akademie
der Wissenschaften, Nordrhein-Westfadlische Akademie der Wissenschaften und der
Kiinste, Sachsische Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Leipzig (Associate Members);
Greece: Akadnuio ABnvwyv; Hungary: Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia; Ireland: The
Roval Irish Academy - Acadamh Rioga na hEireann; Israel: fRpT2 1 72R1°N WK D
Sn7voo; Italy: Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei; Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed
Arti; Accademia delle Scienze di Torino; Kosovo: Akademia e Shkencave dhe e Arteve
e Kosovés; Latvia: Latvijas Zinatnu akadémija; Lithuania: Lietuvos moksly akademijos;
Macedonia: MakeagoHcka Akagemuja Ha Haykute n YmetHoctute; Moldova: Academia
de Stiinte a Moldovei; Montenegro: Crnogorska akademija nauka i umjetnosti;
Netherlands: Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen; Norway: Det
Norske Videnskaps-Akademi; Poland: Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci; Polska Akademia
Nauk; Portugal: Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa; Romania: Academia Romana; Russia:
Poccuiickan akagemua Hayk; Serbia: Srpska Akademija Nauka i Umetnosti; Slovakia:
Slovenska Akadémia Vied; Slovenia: Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti; Spain:
Real Academia de Ciencias Moralesy Politicas; Real Academia de Ciencias Exactas, Fisicas
y Naturales; Reial Académia de Ciencies i Arts de Barcelona; Institut d’Estudis Catalans;
Sweden: Kungl. Skogs- och Lantbruksakademien; Kungl. Vetenskapsakademien;
Kungl. Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademien; Switzerland: Akademien
der Wissenschaften Schweiz; Turkey: Tirkiye Bilimler Akademisi; Bilim Akademisi
(Associate Member); Ukraine: HauioHanbHa akagemisi Hayk YkpaiHu; United Kingdom:
The British Academy; The Royal Society of Edinburgh; The Royal Society of London
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