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Koen Lenaerts awarded the 2017 All European Academies Madame de 

Staël Prize for Cultural Values 

Professor Koen Lenaerts, President of the Court of Justice of the European Union, 

honoured with ALLEA Prize for his outstanding scholarly contribution on European law  

Professor Koen Lenaerts will be awarded the 2017 All European Academies Madame de Staël Prize for Cultural 

Values to honour his extensive scholarly work on European law and his reflections on European jurisdiction. 

Professor Lenaerts, President of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), will be the fourth scholar to 

be awarded the ALLEA Prize, at the initiative of ALLEA, the European Federation of Academies of Sciences and 

Humanities, with the friendly co-sponsorship of Compagnia di San Paolo.  

 

The 20,000 EUR Prize will be awarded on the occasion of the ALLEA General Assembly in the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences in Budapest on 4 September 2017. As a Professor of European Union law, his scholarly work 

represents a thorough and impeccable analysis for understanding the EU’s judicial system and the democratic 

values for which it stands.  

 

The Prize serves to remind us that despite variations in definition and geographical boundaries over the centuries, 

there has always been a deep-rooted understanding of European culture as rooted in an inherent openness 

supported by a dynamic and vigorous intellectualism.  

 

Professor Günter Stock, ALLEA President and chairman of the Prize jury said: “This Prize feels especially pertinent 

this year - in a time when the cultural diversity of Europe seems to be increasingly threatened by scepticism, 

extremism and instability. Law is at the origin of the European idea and the basis for free societies, and this year 

the Prize Jury decided to honour a scholar with a truly European track record in law. President Lenaerts is an 

outstanding scholar and at the same time an exceptional promoter of European jurisdiction.” 

 

Koen Lenaerts, born in 1954 in Mortsel (Belgium), is professor of European Law at the Katholieke Universiteit 

Leuven and, since 2015, President of the Court of Justice of the European Union. His work represents not only an 

invaluable contribution to the understanding of the judicial system of the European Union, but also a wealth of 

analysis on the case law of the Court of Justice. His publications include: “Constitutionalism and the many faces 

of federalism” (1990), “Interlocking legal orders in the European Union and comparative law” (2003), “In the 

union we trust: Trust-enhancing principles of community law” (2004), “The rule of law and the coherence of the 

judicial system of the European Union” (2007), "Exploring the Limits of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights" 

(2012), "How the ECJ Thinks: A Study on Judicial Legitimacy" (2013), "The Principle of Democracy in the Case 

Law of the European Court of Justice" (2013),  "La vie après l'avis: Exploring the principle of mutual (yet not 

blind) trust" (2017), among others. 
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About the All European Academies Madame de Staël Prize for Cultural Values 
 

ALLEA established the All European Academies Madame de Staël Prize for Cultural Values to pay tribute to the 

boundless intellectual and cultural diversity and richness of Europe, and to highlight how outstanding scholarly 

work, particularly in the fields of the humanities and social sciences, contributes to the understanding of Europe 

as a cultural and intellectual entity. The Prize is awarded to eminent scholars whose work represents a significant 

contribution in these objectives. The first laureate, Professor Luisa Passerini, received the Prize from former 

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso in 2014 to honour her work on European cultural identity. 

In 2015, Professor Dame Helen Wallace was awarded the Prize by EU Commissioner Carlos Moedas for her 

outstanding work on political studies and policy in Europe. Last year, Professor Rémi Brague was the third scholar 

to be honoured for his comprehensive understanding of the relationship between Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

today. 

 

Click here for more information about the All European Academies Madame de Staël Prize for Cultural Values. 

 
 

About ALLEA (ALL European Academies) 

 

ALLEA, the European Federation of Academies of Sciences and Humanities, was founded in 1994 and currently 

brings together 59 Academies in more than 40 countries from the Council of Europe region. Member Academies 

operate as learned societies, think tanks and research performing organisations. They are self-governing 

communities of leaders of scholarly enquiry across all fields of the natural sciences, the social sciences and the 

humanities. ALLEA therefore provides access to an unparalleled human resource of intellectual excellence, 

experience and expertise. 

 

Independent from political, commercial and ideological interests, ALLEA’s policy work seeks to contribute to 

improving the framework conditions under which science and scholarship can excel. Jointly with its Member 

Academies, ALLEA is in a position to address the full range of structural and policy issues facing Europe in 

science, research and innovation. In doing so, it is guided by a common understanding of Europe bound together 

by historical, social and political factors as well as for scientific and economic reasons. 

 

Learn more at: www.allea.org 

Follow ALLEA on Twitter: @ALLEA_academies  

 

About Compagnia di San Paolo 

 

The Compagnia di San Paolo, founded in 1563 as a charitable brotherhood, is today one of the largest private-law 

foundations in Europe. It pursues aims of public interest and social use, in order to foster the civil, cultural and 

economic development of the community in which it operates. The Compagnia is active in the sectors of Research 

and Health, Art, Cultural Heritage and Activities, Cultural Innovation, Social Policies, and Philanthropy. 

 

Learn more at: www.compagniadisanpaolo.it 

 

 
Media Contact 

 
For more information or to request an interview please contact Ms Susana Irles at the ALLEA Secretariat. 

 
Ms Susana Irles  

ALLEA Secretariat  

E-mail: secretariat@allea.org  

Phone: +49 (0)30 325 98 73 72  

http://www.allea.org/
http://www.allea.org/
mailto:secretariat@allea.org
http://www.allea.org/prize/about-the-prize/
http://www.allea.org/
https://twitter.com/allea_academies?lang=de
www.compagniadisanpaolo.it
mailto:secretariat@allea.org

